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PERSONAL DETAILS 
Address:  PO Box 146, Wits, 2050, South Africa Nationality:  British; South African Permanent Resident  
Contact number:     +27 (0)72 392 7034 Website:        https://healthmigrationresearch.org/  
ORCID ID:               0000-0002-6636-1322  Scopus ID:    25931795100 

 
Jo Vearey is an Associate Professor and Director of the African Centre for Migration & Society, Wits University, 
where she coordinates the Migration and Health Project Southern Africa (maHp), teaches, and supervises graduate 
students. Jo holds a PhD in Public Health (WITS University, 2010)  has an h-index of 29 and i10-index 55 (google 
scholar March 2024)/h-index of 20 (Scopus - March 2024); is a South African National Research Foundation (NRF) B-
rated researcher; alumni of the South African Young Academy of Science (SAYAS); and held the first Wellcome Trust 
Investigator Award outside of the UK and Ireland (2015 - 2020). Jo is Vice-Chair of the global Migration, Health and 
Development Initiative Network (MHADRI), and Director of the African Research Universities Alliance (ARUA) Centre 
of Excellence on Migration and Mobility. She is Co-Director of the National Institute for Health & Care Research 
(NIHR) Global Research Group on Disrupting the cycle of gendered violence & poor mental health among migrants 
in precarious situations  (GEMMS) and Co-Lead of the African Research Universities Alliance (ARUA) & The Guild 
Network of European Universities (The Guild) Cluster of Research Excellence (CoRE) in Migration & Health. Her 
internationally recognised and globally-impactful research in the field of migration and health is informed by her 
commitment to social and epistemic justice. 
 
CURRENT POSITION 
• (since January 2019) Director and Associate Professor, African Centre for Migration & Society (ACMS), School of 

Social Sciences, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 
• (since January 2019) Director of the African Research Universities Alliance (ARUA) Centre of Excellence on 

Migration and Mobility, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 
• (since January 2017) Honorary Researcher, Centre for African Studies, School of Social and Political Sciences, 

University of Edinburgh. 
 
ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
• (November 2017 – December 2018) Acting Co-Director and Associate Professor, African Centre for Migration & 

Society (ACMS), School of Social Sciences, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 
• (December 2014 – October 2017) Associate Professor and Postgraduate Coordinator, African Centre for 

Migration & Society (ACMS), School of Social Sciences, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South 
Africa. 

• (June 2010 – December 2014) Senior Researcher, African Centre for Migration & Society (ACMS) (formerly the 
Forced Migration Studies Programme), School of Social Sciences, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 

• (October 2009 – December 2010) Regional Research Coordinator (part-time): Health Economics and AIDS 
Research Division (HEARD), University of kwaZulu-Natal, Durban, South Africa & Southern African AIDS Trust 
(SAT), Johannesburg, South Africa. 

•  (June 2007 – 2010 May) Doctoral Research Fellow: Health and Migration Initiative, Forced Migration Studies 
Programme, School of Social Sciences, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 

• (October 2003 – May 2007) Intern and Researcher: STI/HIV Research Directorate, Reproductive Health and HIV 
Research Unit (RHRU), University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 
 

ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS 
• (2010) PhD in Public Health, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa.  Thesis: The 

persistent urban challenges of migration and informal settlements in the context of HIV. 
• (2003) MSc Control of Infectious Diseases, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, UK.  Thesis:  

Initiating an HIV/STI programme for migrant men in inner city hostels: the challenges of engaging government 
and community within the urban South African context.  

• (2002) BSc (Hons) Biological Sciences with Honours in Genetics (Upper Second Class), University of Edinburgh, 
UK.  Thesis: Characterisation of two human EB1 homologues. 
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MAJOR RESEARCH & INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING  
• (2022– 2026) Co-Director with Professor Anuj Kapilishrami, University of Essex. National Institute for Health and 

Care Research (NIHR) Global Health Research Group on Disrupting the cycle of GEndered violence & Poor 
Mental health among Migrants in precarious Situations (GEMMS) [Total of GBP 2.5 million over 4 years; GBP 
751,000 to ACMS] 

• (2020-2023) Co-I ESRC Improving healthcare at the intersection of gender and protracted displacement 
amongst Somali and Congolese refugees and IDPs (PI Professor Laura Jeffery: University of Edinburgh) [Total of 
GBP 2,769,880 over 3 years; GBP 530,000 to ACMS] 

• (2020-2023) Co-I on European Commission HORIZON 2020: The right to international protection: A pendulum 
between globalization and nativization? (PI Hakan Gurcan Sicakkan, University of Bergen) [Total of EURO 
3,238,002.50 over 3 years; EURO 150,000 to ACMS]  

• (2019-2021) Co-I AmplifyChange: Improving Access to Sexual and Reproductive Health to Migrants in South 
Africa [Total of EURO 481,589; EURO 54,000 to ACMS] 

• (2019-2021) Co-I on Health Systems Research Initiative (HSRI) Grant Department of International Development 
(DFID), the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), the Medical Research Council (MRC) and Wellcome 
Trust. Project: Migration, gender and health system responses in South Africa: A focus on the movement of 
healthcare users and workers (PI Johanna Hanefeld, LSHTM) [GBP 680,000 over 3 years; GBP 188,000 to ACMS] 

• (2019-2021) PI: UKRI Capacity Building Grant: African Academy for Migration Research (AAMR) [Total of GBP 
600,000 over 3 years] 

• (2018) Southern Africa Trust/DfID – partner in grant awarded to Sonke Gender Justice [ZAR 720,000 awarded to 
ACMS over 2 years] 

• (2018) University of Edinburgh Global Challenges Funding with Dr Rosemary Geddes, University of Edinburgh 
[ZAR 56,811.87] 

• (2018) Wellcome Trust Open Access Funding for GHA Special Issue [EURO 14,000 / ZAR 224,949] 
• (2017) Wellcome Trust Provision for Public Engagement Award [ZAR 1,299,375.00 over 18 months] 
• (2015 onwards) European Master in Migration and Intercultural Relations, funding raised for teaching, 

supervision and hosting of EMMIR interns [approx. EU 15,000 to date / ZAR 240,000]s 
• (2015) Linnaeus-Palme Programme funding in partnership with REMESO, Linkopping University, Sweden for 

research staff and postgraduate student exchanges [`SEK 1,004,600 / ZAR 1,541,757] 
• (2015) Wellcome Trust Investigator Award. (un)healthy migration in southern Africa. [ZAR 13,410,679.00 over 3 

years] 
• (2015) ESRC-NRF International Centre Partnership with Drs. Barbara Bompani and Sarah-Jane Cooper-Knock, 

University of Edinburgh.  Security at the Margins (SeaM): Spaces and strategies for negotiating security in urban 
South Africa.  [GBP 109,615.20 / ZAR 1,987,841 from ESRC plus ZAR 400,000 from NRF over 3 years] 

• (2015) Newton Mobility Grant with Dr. EJ Milne, Coventry University, UK.  Marginalised voices: exploring arts-
based and narrative methodologies for understanding the lived experiences of migrant sex worker and migrant 
LGBTQI communities in South Africa and the UK. [GBP 9,970 / ZAR 180,800] 

• (2015) National Research Foundation (NRF) South Africa: (un)Healthy movement in southern Africa: towards 
improved responses to communicable diseases.  Research Development Grants for Y-Rated Researchers. [ZAR 
260,000] 

• (2014, 2015, 2016) Friedel Sellschop Award, University of the Witwatersrand. [ZAR 390,000 over 3 years] 
• (2016) Open Society Foundation: MoVE : Method:Visual:Explore [USD 100,127 / ZAR 1,374,615] 
• (2014) Pan-University Network for Global Health (PUNGH): Pilot Funding: development of a multidisciplinary 

network of established and emerging scholars on migration, urbanisation and health in southern Africa [ZAR 
109,500] 

• (2014) British Council Travel Award to undertake a research visit to the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine [GBP 5,900 / ZAR 107,000] 

• (2013) OSF-SA – Documenting the Under-Represented Voices of Migrant Sex Workers [ZAR 690,000] 
• (2013) The Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (WOTRO): Migration, Development and Conflict 

with Dr. Lorraine Nencel, VU University, Amsterdam. [EURO 50,702 / ZAR 814,672 over 2 years] 
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• (2013 - 2018) National Research Foundation (NRF) South Africa: Incentive Funding for Rated Researcher. [ZAR 
200,000 over 5 years] 

• (2012) British Academy International Partnership with Dr. Joost Fontein, University of Edinburgh. [GBP 10,000 / 
ZAR 181,000] 

• (2012) Africa Initiative Research Grant, Centre for International Governance Innovation, Canada. [CAD 15,000 / 
ZAR 156,739] 

 
RECENT, SELECTED CONTRACT RESEARCH 
• (2023 - ongoing) Production of a report from the 3rd Global Consultation on the health of migrants and 

refugees. World Health Organization. 
• (2020) Open Society Foundations – Mapping Covid-19 migration governance responses in Africa [USD 50,000] 
• (2019-2020) International Organization for Migration: Disability and Migration in South Africa [EURO 38,333.00; 

approx. ZAR 661,000 over 8 months] 
• (2019) International Organization for Migration (IOM) – Global mapping of migration and health training and 

capacity building initiatives – with Dr Rebecca Walker [USD 10,000] 
• (2018) United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) [USD 16,830 / ZAR 231,000] 
• (2017) Margaret Pyke Trust -  [GBP 8,114 / ZAR 146,806] 
• (2014) South African Cities Network (SACN) [ZAR 100,000] 
• (2014) International Organization for Migration (IOM) -  Vulnerability Study [ZAR 20,250] 
• (2013) International Organization for Migration (IOM) - A mapping of regional responses to migration and health 

[ZAR 50,000] 
• (2013) International Organization for Migration (IOM) – Technical Briefs on Migration and Health in Southern 

Africa [ZAR 25,000] 
 
ACADEMIC DISTINCTIONS, FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS 
• (since January 2017) Honorary Researcher, Centre for African Studies, School of Social and Political Sciences, 

University of Edinburgh. 
• (2016) Most cited researcher in the Humanities, University of the Witwatersrand.  
• (since February 2016) Associate, Centre for Centre for Cultures of Reproduction, Technologies and Health, 

School of Global Studies, University of Sussex. 
• (2015) Wellcome Trust Investigator Award. (un)healthy migration in southern Africa. [ZAR 13,410,679.00 over 3 

years; first time awarded outside of UK and Ireland] 
• (2014, 2015, 2016) Friedel Sellschop Award, University of the Witwatersrand. 
• (2014) Erasmus Mundus Scholar Scholarship, University of Oldenburg, Germany (November – December 2014). 
• (2014) Awarded membership of the South African Young Academy of Science (SAYAS). 
• (2014) British Council Travel Award for a research visit to the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. 
• (since May 2013) Senior Fellow: Center for Peace, Democracy and Development, McCormack Graduate School 

of Policy and Global Studies, University of Massachusetts, Boston. 
• (2013) Faculty of Humanities Research Committee, Ad Hoc Research Grant, University of the Witwatersrand. 
• (2013) Marie Curie Research Fellow, UNESCO Chair on Social and Spatial Inclusion of Migrants, University of 

Venice (SSIM-IUAV), Venice, Italy. 
• (2013) Faculty of Humanities Research Committee, Travel Grant, University of the Witwatersrand. 
• (2012) National Research Foundation (NRF) South Africa Rating:  Young Researcher. 
•  (2012) Strategic Planning and Allocation of Resources Committee (SPARC) Funding Award, University of the 

Witwatersrand. 
• (2009) AIDS Research Initiative (ARI) PhD Bursary, Carnegie Corporation of New York and University of the 

Witwatersrand. 
• (2008, 2009) University of the Witwatersrand Postgraduate Merit Award. 
• (2008) Second Economy Strategy, Presidents Office, South Africa, research funding. 
• (2007, 2008) National Research Foundation (NRF), South Africa: PhD funding awarded through Prof. Ingrid 

Palmary’s Thuthuka Research Grant. 
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MEMBERSHIP OF PROFESSIONAL BODIES/ASSOCIATIONS 
• Vice-chair and Expert Member of the global Migration, Health and Development Research Initiative (MHADRI)  

- https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/ &  https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/users/jo-vearey 
• The Global Society on Ethnicity, Race and Health (GSERH) 
• South African Young Academy of Science (SAYAS): served as Executive Committee Member for the year 2015 - 

2016 
• Research Initiative for Cities and Health Equity (RICHE) Africa 
• African Network on Training and Research in Health Geography & Urban Health 
• International Society for Urban Health (ISUH) 
• International Visual Sociology Association (IVSA) 
 
SERVICE 
Scientific advisory work and scientific committee membership 
 
• Advisory group to develop a policy report on innovative solutions towards elimination of tuberculosis in low-

burden settings for the World Innovation Summit for Health (WISH) https://wish.org.qa/reports/ 
• Technical Advisory Group member for the consultation process of the WHO training course on building the 

capacity of health care workers providing care to refugees and migrants (2024 onwards) 
• Co-Lead African Research Universities Alliance (ARUA) & The Guild Network of European Universities (The 

Guild) Cluster of Research Excellence (CoRE) in Migration & Health (2023 onwards) 
• Project Advisory Group Member : Developing Strategies to coordinate HEalth care provision between The 

GAmbia and Senegal (SHEGAS) (2023 onwards) 
• Advisory Board Member Academy in Exile (2023 onwards) 
• International Advisory Board Member: Boston University Center on Forced Displacement (2023 onwards)  
• Technical Working Group Member: World Health Organization (WHO) Migration and Health Programme (MHP) 

– development of a Global Migration & Health Research Agenda (2022 onwards) 
• Steering Committee member: Statistics South Africa, production of a Migration Profile Report for SA (2023 

onwards) 
• Member of International Council: The Global Society on Ethnicity, Race and Health (GSERH) (2022 onwards) 
• Africa Lead: 1st World Health Organization International Report on Migration and Health (2021-2022) 
• Advisor: World Health Organization Migration and Health Programme (MHP) – development of Competency 

Standards (2021) 
• Scientific Committee: 1st South African Conference on Migration and Urbanisation, organised by the South 

African Department of Social Development and Statistics South Africa (2021) 
• International Society of Travel Medicine - International Conference on Migration Health, Rome (2018) 
• 1st Annual CESSMIR Conference: Needs and Care Practices for Refugees and Migrants (2018) 
• 1st World Congress on Migration, Ethnicity, Race and Health (MERH), Edinburgh (2018) 
• UNESCO Regional Office for Southern Africa, in collaboration with the South African National Commission for 

UNESCO and the African Centre for Migration & Society at Wits University, International Conference - Southern 
Perspectives on Migration:  Addressing Knowledge Production, Policies, and Cooperation (2018) 

• Statistics South Africa (STATS SA) Conference on Migration and Urbanisation (2018) 
• 2nd Global Consultation on Migration and Health, Colombo, Sri Lanka (February 2017) 
 
SERVICE 
Editorial work 
• Editorial Advisor: Cities and Health (Taylor and Francis) 
• Series Editor and co-creator of a series of Open Access/Creative Commons publications: 

MoVE:Method:Visual:Explore, ACMS, WITS 
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SERVICE 
External reviewer 
• Social Science and Medicine • SAGE Open 
• Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies • Culture, Health and Sexuality 
• Health and Place • Social Dynamics 
• African Journal of AIDS Research • Global Health Action 
• African Journal of Disability • National Research Foundation (NRF), South Africa 
• Plos One • The Lancet HIV 
• BMC Public Health  

 
SERVICE  
Community service 
• Abstract Reviewer: 5th Global Symposium on Health Systems Research (2018); 1st World Congress on Migration, 

Ethnicity, Race and Health (MERH), Edinburgh (2018); International Society for Travel Medicine Annual 
Conference (2018) 

• Hosting and supervision of interns and research students from South Africa and internationally (2015 onwards) 
• Mentor, International AIDS Society (IAS) Abstract Mentor Programme (2013 – 2016) 
• Inputs to civil society discussions relating to migration and health (2009 onwards) 
• Co-founder and member, Johannesburg Migrant Health Forum (established 2008) 
• Technical advisor to various committees and platforms, including: the Migrant and Mobile Populations Task 

Team, South African National AIDS Council (SANAC); National Strategic Plan for HIV, STIs and TB, 2017 – 2022, 
South Africa 

• Reviewer for multiple academic journals and research agencies including the National Research Foundation 
(NRF), South Africa and the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), UK 

• Submissions to parliament on migration and health; decriminalization of sex work; HIV and migration (2009 
onwards) 

 
RESEARCH OUTPUTS 
Peer-reviewed articles in ISI/IBSS-listed journals (55) 
• Maple, M., Vanyoro, K., Achiume, E.T., Vearey, J. and Akena, A. (2023) The Influence of the Global Refugee 

Regime in Africa: Still ‘Akin to a Distant Weather Pattern’? Refugee Survey Quarterly 
https://doi.org/10.1093/rsq/hdad010. Impact Factor: 2.966 

• Khalid, A., Ali Babry, J., Vearey, J. and Zenner, D. (2023) ‘Turning up the Heat: A Conceptual Model for 
Understanding the Migration and Health in the Context of Global Climate Change’. Journal of Migration and 
Health 7: 100172. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jmh.2023.100172 OPEN ACCESS CiteScore: 1.4 

• Manji, K., Perera, S. Hanefeld, J., Vearey, J., Olivier, J., Gilson, L. and Walls, H. (2023) An analysis of migration 
and implications for health in government policy of South Africa International Journal for Equity in Health 22(82) 
10.1186/s12939-023-01862-1OPEN ACCESS Impact Factor: 4.666 

• Walker, R. and Vearey, J. (2023), "“Let’s manage the stressor today” exploring the mental health response to 
forced migrants in Johannesburg, South Africa", International Journal of Migration, Health and Social Care, Vol. 
19 No. 1, pp. 1-15. https://doi.org/10.1108/IJMHSC-11-2021-0103 OPEN ACCESS Top downloaded article in 
past 12 months: February 2023 CiteScore: 1.1 

• Bisnauth, M., Coovadia, A., Kawonga, M. and Vearey, J. (2022) Addressing the Migrant Gap: Maternal 
Healthcare Perspectives on Utilising Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission (PMTCT) services during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, South Africa Global Health Action 15(1) https://doi.org/10.1080/16549716.2022.2100602 
OPEN ACCESS 

• Matlin, S.A.; Smith, A.C.; Merone, J.; LeVoy, M.; Shah, J.; Vanbiervliet, F.; Vandentorren, S; Vearey, J., and Saso, 
L. (2022) The Challenge of Reaching Undocumented Migrants with COVID-19 Vaccination. Int. J. Environ. Res. 
Public Health, 19, 9973. https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph19169973 OPEN ACCESS 

• de Gruchy, T., Zikhali, T., Vearey, J. and Hanefeld, J. (2022) Framing Migration During the Covid-19 Pandemic 
in South Africa: A 12-Month Media Monitoring Project Media and Communication 10(2) 
https://doi.org/10.17645/mac.v10i2.4990 OPEN ACCESS 
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• de Gruchy, T. and Vearey, J. (2022) Left behind: why South Africa must develop migration-aware responses to 
Covid-19 and future pandemics South African Health Review 2021 DOI:10.61473/001c.75403 OPEN ACCESS 

• Bisnauth MA, Coovadia A, Kawonga M and Vearey J. (2022) Providing HIV Prevention of Mother to Child 
Transmission (PMTCT) Services to Migrants During the COVID-19 Pandemic in South Africa: Insights of 
Healthcare Providers. Health Services Insights 15: 1-11 OPEN ACCESS doi:10.1177/11786329211073386 
OPEN ACCESS Impact Factor: 2.09 

• Vearey, J., de Gruchy, T. and Maple, N. (2021) Global health (security), immigration governance and Covid-19 
in South(ern) Africa: An evolving research agenda J Migr Health. 3: 100040. 10.1016/j.jmh.2021.100040 OPEN 
ACCESS CiteScore: 1.4 

• de Gruchy, T., Vearey, J., Opiti, C., Mlotshwa, L., Manji, K. and Hanefeld, J. (2021) Research on the move: 
exploring WhatsApp as a tool for understanding the intersections between migration, mobility, health and 
gender in South Africa Globalization and Health 17 Article number: 1 OPEN ACCESS Impact Factor: 4.386 

• Manji, K., de Gruchy, T. Vearey, J. and Hanefeld, J. (2021) Using WhatsApp Messenger for Health Systems 
Research: A scoping review of available literature" Health Policy and Planning 
https://doi.org/10.1093/heapol/czab024 OPEN ACCESS Impact Factor: 2.704 

• Mosca, D., Vearey, J., Orcutt, M. and Zwi, A. (2020) Universal Health Coverage: ensuring migrants and 
migration are included Global Social https://doi.org/10.1177/1468018120922228 Impact Factor: 0.98 

• de Gruchy, T. and Vearey, J. (2020) "‘Left behind’: why implementing migration-aware responses to HIV for 
migrant farm workers is a priority for South Africa" African Journal of AIDS Research 19(1) 57-68 Impact Factor: 
1.816 

• Oliveira, E. and Vearey, J. (2020) The seductive nature of participatory research: reflecting on more than a 
decade of research with marginalized migrants in South Africa Migration Letters 17(2) 219-228  DOI: 
10.33182/ml.v17i2.785 Impact Factor: 0.66 

• Vearey, J., Orcutt, M., Gostin, L., Adeola Braham, C. and Duigan, P (2019) Leave no-one behind: building 
alliances for the global governance of migration and health British Medical Journal 366:l4143 OPEN ACCESS 
Impact Factor: 20.78 

• Mahlangu, P., Goudge, J. and Vearey, J. (2019) Towards a framework for multisector and multilevel 
collaboration: case of HIV and AIDS governance in South Africa Global Health Action 12:1, 1617393, OPEN 
ACCESS Impact Factor: 2.996 

• Vearey, J., Luginaah, I., Ng’weina, F., Oni, T. and Shilla, D. (2019) Urban Health in Africa: A critical global 
public health priority BMC Public Health 19:340  DOI: 10.1186/s12889-019-6674-8 OPEN ACCESS  Impact 
Factor: 4.5 

• Mahlangu, P., Vearey, J. and Goudge, J. (2018) Multisectoral (in)action: towards effective mainstreaming of HIV 
in public sector departments in South Africa, African Journal of AIDS Research 17:4 301-312 OPEN ACCESS 
Impact Factor: 1.816 

• Wickramage, K., Vearey, J., Zwi, A., Robinson, C. and Knipper, M. (2018) Migration and health: a global public 
health research priority BMC Public Health BMC Public Health 18:987  OPEN ACCESS  Impact Factor: 2.814 

• Vearey, J. (2018) Moving forward: why responding to migration, mobility and HIV in South(ern) Africa is a 
public health priority Journal of the International AIDS Society (JIAS) 21(Suppl 4): e25137 Impact Factor: 6.296 

• Arullapan, N., Chersich, M., Mahabane, N., Richter, M., Geffen, N., Vearey, J., Jankelowitz, L., Scorgie, F. and 
Venter, W. (2018) Quality of counselling and support provided by the South African National AIDS Helpline: 
Content analysis of mystery client interviews South African Medical Journal 108(7) 596-602 
DOI: 10.7196/SAMJ.2018.v108i7.12543 OPEN ACCESS  Impact Factor 1.5 

• Mahlangu, P., Vearey, J., Thomas, E. and Goudge, J. (2017) Implementing a multi-sectoral response to HIV: A 
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• Oliveira, E., Meyers, S. and Vearey, J. (eds) (2016) Queer Crossings. MoVE and African Centre for Migration & 
Society, Wits University, Johannesburg ISBN: 978-0-9946707-3-1 

• Schuler, G., Oliveira, E. and Vearey, J. (eds) (2016) Izwi Lethu.  MoVE and African Centre for Migration & 
Society, Wits University, Johannesburg ISBN: 978-0 9946707-2-4 

• Oliveira, E. and Vearey, J. (eds) 2016 The Sex Worker Zine Project  MoVE and African Centre for Migration & 
Society, Wits University, Johannesburg ISBN: 978-0-9946707-4-8 

 
RESEARCH OUTPUTS 
Published research and technical reports 
• Vearey, J., Martini, M. and Mosca, D. (2024) Chapter 9: Migration-sensitive health-system planning to support 

implementation of the African Union’s Migration Policy FrameworkIn: IOM and the African Union (eds) Second 
Edition of the Africa Migration Report. International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the African Union. 

• Vearey, J., Dabire, E. Leung, K. and Bhardwaj, V. (forthcoming, 2024) Chapter: The future of global health 
security: towards migration-aware responses in SADC. In IOM (eds) Southern Africa Regional Migration Report. 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) Southern Africa, Pretoria. 

• Vearey, J. (2023) Migration and Health in the WHO-AFRO Region: A Scoping Review. African Centre for 
migration & Society (ACMS), WITS University, Johannesburg & World Health Organization (WHO) AFRO, 
Brazzaville 

• Vearey, J.,Walker, R. and Govere, E. (2023) “We Need to Sustain Migrant Health Forums to Infinity and 
Beyond”: A Review of the Effectiveness and Sustainability of Migrant Health Forums Established by IOM and 
Government Stakeholders in South Africa. International Organization for Migration (IOM), Geneva. 

• World Health Organization (2022) Global report on the health of refugees and migrants. World Health 
Organization (WHO): Geneva [Vearey, J: author of the WHO-AFRO region scoping review that contributed to 
the report] 

• Mlotshwa, L., Schultz, A., Walker, R. and Vearey, J. (2022) “It Is Just Because I Am a Foreigner”. Making Sexual 
and Reproductive Health and Rights a Reality for Migrants, Refugees and Asylum Seekers in South Africa. 
Research Report. African Centre for migration & Society (ACMS), WITS University and Sonke Gender Justice, 
Johannesburg 

• Samuel Hall, African Centre for Migration & Society (ACMS) and IOM (2022). Health & Reintegration – Returning 
to Space but Not to Time: A Life Course Approach to Migrants’ Health, Continuity of Care and Impact on 
Reintegration Outcomes. Final Report. International Organization for Migration (IOM), Geneva. 

• IOM and ACMS (2022) Migrants’ Rights to Health – A Legislative and Policy Review for Southern Africa. 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) Regional Office for Southern Africa and the African Centre for 
Migration & Society (ACMS), Wits University. 

• Govere, E., Vearey, J., and Walker, R. (2021) ‘They Are Too Quiet about Migration’: A Scoping Exercise 
Exploring Migration and Disability in South Africa. Geneva: International Organization for Migration (IOM) 

• Vearey, J., Hui, C. and Wickramage, K. (2019) Chapter 7: Migration and Health: current issues, governance, and 
current knowledge gaps in: McAuliff M. and Khadria, B. (eds) World Migration Report. International 
Organization for Migration: Geneva. ISSN 1561-5502 e-ISBN 978-92-9068-789-4  PUB2019/006/L WMR 2020 
p209-228 

• Walker, R. and Vearey, J. (2019) Gender, Migration, and Health in SADC: A focus on women and girls. Sonke 
Gender Justice. 

• Vearey, J., Wheeler, B. and Jurgens-Bleeker, S. (2011)  Migration and Health in SADC – A review of the 
literature.  International Organization for Migration, Pretoria, South Africa. 

• Vearey, J., Nunez, L. and Lakika, D. (2011) CSVR.  Exploring the psychosocial and health rights of forced 
migrants in Johannesburg.  Research report.  CSVR & ACMS. 

• Vearey, J. and Núñez, L. (2010) Migration and health in South Africa: A review of the current situation and 
recommendations for achieving the World Health Assembly Resolution on the Health of Migrants.  International 
Organization for Migration, Pretoria and FMSP, Wits.  

• Vearey, J. , Nunez, L. and Palmary, I. (2009) HIV, migration and urban food security: exploring the linkages. 
Regional Network on AIDS, Livelihoods and Food Security (RENEWAL). South Africa Report. Forced Migration 
Studies Programme, University of the Witwatersrand and RENEWAL/IFPRI.   
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RESEARCH OUTPUTS 
Issue briefs 
• Mlotshwa, L., Schultz, A., Walker, R. and Vearey, J. (2022) “It Is Just Because I Am a Foreigner”. Making Sexual 

and Reproductive Health and Rights a Reality for Migrants, Refugees and Asylum Seekers in South Africa. Issue 
Brief. African Centre for migration & Society (ACMS), WITS University and Sonke Gender Justice, Johannesburg 

• Govere, E., and Vearey, J. (2021) “Migration and Disability in South Africa: Considering the Impacts of Covid-
19.” Researching Migration & Coronavirus in Southern Africa (MiCoSA): Issue Brief. Johannebsurg: African 
Centre for Migration & Society, University of the Witwatersrand, 2021. 

• Arends, R., T. de Gruchy, and Vearey, J. (2020) “Migration and Covid-19: A Review of South Africa’s Policy 
Response to the Pandemic” Migration and Coronavirus in Southern Africa Coordination Group (MiCoSA): Issue 
Brief. Johannesburg: African Centre for Migration & Society, University of the Witwatersrand, 2020. 

• Benavides, R., de Gruchy, T. and Vearey, J. (2020) “Migration and Covid-19: Emerging Concerns with South 
Africa’s Response to the Pandemic.” Migration and Coronavirus in Southern Africa Coordination Group 
(MiCoSA): Issue Brief. Johannesburg: African Centre for Migration & Society, University of the Witwatersrand,  

• Vearey, J. and Wilhelm-Solomon, M. (2011) Deportation and Public Health: Concerns around the ending of the 
Zimbabwean Documentation Process.  Migration Issue Brief #9.  African Centre for Migration & Society, 
University of the Witwatersrand. 

• Vearey, J. and Nunez, L. (2011) Towards improving forced migrant access to health and psychosocial rights in 
urban South Africa - a focus on Johannesburg.  Migration Issue Brief #8.  African Centre for Migration & Society, 
University of the Witwatersrand.   

• Vearey, J. and Palmary, I. (2007) Assessing non-citizen access to antiretroviral therapy in Johannesburg. FMSP, 
University of the Witwatersrand.  

• (2010, 2009, 2008, 2007) Contributed to: Protecting Refugees, Asylum Seekers and Immigrants in South Africa, 
Consortium for Refugees and Migrants in South Africa, Johannesburg. 

 
RESEARCH OUTPUTS 
Internal/unpublished technical/research reports 
• Vearey, J., Oliveira, E., Wilhelm-Solomon, M. and Mahati, S. (2011) A review of migrant and mobile populations 

in border areas of SADC:  implications for HIV prevention programming.  Soul City & ACMS. 
• Vearey, J. (2011) Urbanisation, migration and urban health: exploring effective local government responses in 

South Africa.  Research report.  World Vision & ACMS. 
• Thomas, L.,Thomas, L., Vearey, J., Mahlangu, P (2010) HIV and slums: a global working paper. Produced for  

UNAIDS and UN-Habitat. UNDER REVIEW 
• Vearey, J., Thomas, L. and Mporetji, S. (2008) Joburg Connections: an integrated community approach to 

addressing HIV/AIDS. Evaluation Report.  
• Vearey, J. and Richter, M. (2008) Challenges to the successful implementation of policy to protect the right of 

access to health for all in South Africa. Report to Dr Patrick Maduna Chief of Services: Gauteng Department of 
Health 3 June 2008.   

 
RESEARCH OUTPUTS 
Occasional/Working papers 
• Walker, R., N. Maple, and J. Vearey. (2021) Migrants & the Covid-19 Vaccine Roll-Out in Africa: Hesitancy & 

Exclusion. Occasional Paper. Researching Migration & Coronavirus in Southern Africa (MiCoSA), African Centre 
for Migration & Society, University of the Witwatersrand: Johannesburg 

• Maple, N., R. Walker, and J. Vearey.  (2021) Covid-19 and Migration Governance in Africa. Occasional Paper. 
Researching Migration & Coronavirus in Southern Africa (MiCoSA), African Centre for Migration & Society, 
University of the Witwatersrand: Johannesburg 

• Vearey, J. (2018) Securing borders: The danger of blurring global migration governance and health security 
agendas in southern Africa. SAIIA Occasional Paper No 285, August 2018. Occasional Paper, South African 
Institute for International Affairs (SAIIA) 

mailto:jo.vearey@wits.ac.za
mailto:jovearey@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6636-1322
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=25931795100
http://www.migration.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/ACMS_SRHR_Policy_Brief_Digital_Version.pdf
http://www.migration.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/ACMS_SRHR_Policy_Brief_Digital_Version.pdf
http://www.migration.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/ACMS_SRHR_Policy_Brief_Digital_Version.pdf
https://saiia.org.za/research/danger-of-blurring-global-migration-governance-and-health-security-agendas-in-southern-africa/
https://saiia.org.za/research/danger-of-blurring-global-migration-governance-and-health-security-agendas-in-southern-africa/


JOANNA L. VEAREY, PHD 
jo.vearey@wits.ac.za   jovearey@gmail.com  

 

J VEAREY FULL CV | APRIL 2024 | ORCID ID: 0000-0002-6636-1322 | Scopus ID: 25931795100         12 

• Cooper-Knock, S., Vearey, J. and Bompani, B. (2018) Unsettling Innovation: research practice, knowledge 
production, and social justice in Johannesburg.  Working paper presented at the ESCR Urban Transformations 
Conference, Cape Town, January 2018. 

• Oliveira, E. and Vearey, J. (2017)  MoVE (methods: visual: explore) Examining the use of participatory visual and 
narrative methods to explore the lived experience of migrants in Southern Africa.  Working paper #50 Migrating 
out of Poverty: University of Sussex 

• Mazars, C., Matsuyama, R., Rispoli, J. and Vearey, J. (2013) The well-being of economic migrants in South 
Africa: Health, gender and development.  Working Paper for the World Migration Report 2013. International 
Organization for Migration: Geneva 

• Vearey,. J. and SAT Regional Team (2010) A focus on youth:  developing and implementing evidence-based 
HIV-prevention with and for youth in Southern Africa.  Working paper presented at the 3rd HIV/AIDS in the 
Workplace Research Symposium, Wits Business School / HEARD / SABCOHA, 9th – 11th November 2010 

• Collinson, M., Vearey, J., Bocquier, P., Drimie, S. and Quinlan, T. (2010)   Reaching the invisible:  hidden links of 
ill health between South Africa’s cities and rural areas.  Working paper presented at the conference Overcoming 
inequality and structural poverty in South Africa: Towards inclusive growth and development, Johannesburg, 
September 2010 

• Vearey, J. (2010) Input paper for the Halogen Learning Event on Local Government Responses to HIV and AIDS 
in Southern and East Africa, Centurion, September 2010  

• Vearey, J. and Núñez, L. (2010) Migration and health in South Africa.  Background paper produced for 
IOM/FMSP/UNAIDS/NDOH National Consultation on Migration and Health, Centurion, April 2010 

• Vearey, J. (2008) The responsibility to protect and the need to affect change: undocumented migrants, research 
ethics and methodology. Working paper presented at the In Search of Solutions: Methods, Movements and 
Undocumented Migrants in Africa, 3rd – 4th July 2008. 

• Vearey, J., Thomas, L. and Mahlangu, P. (2008) Vulnerability in the context of HIV: the role of local government, 
Background paper presented for discussion at the Local Government and HIV Research Network Meeting, 16th 
July 2008, MRC HIV and Development, Centre for Health Policy, WITS.  

 
 
RESEARCH OUTPUTS 
Opinion pieces 
• Vearey (2019) Just Research? (Un)Seeing Politics in a Complex World The Disorder of Things blog symposium on 

Sophie Harman’s Seeing Politics  September 25th 2019 
• Vearey, J. and Walker, R. (2019) In sickness and in health: why the Minister of Home Affairs has a duty of care to 

tackle endemic anti-foreigner sentiment Daily Maverick 26th September 2019 
• Vearey, J. and Snyman, G. (2019) top spreading dangerous lies. Foreign migrants are not root cause of SA’s 

problems. City Press. 24th September 2019 
• Walker, R. and Vearey, J. (2019) Southern Africa needs better health care for women and girls on the move The 

Conversation Africa July 31st 2019 
• Frade, S., Vearey, J. and Tollman, S. (2019) South Africa’s healthcare system can’t afford to ignore migration 

The Conversation Africa July 30, 2019 
• Quirk, J., Richter, M., de Gruchy, T. and Vearey, J. (2015) Doing more harm than good: the politics of child 

trafficking prevention in South Africa  Open Democracy September 2015 
https://www.opendemocracy.net/beyondslavery/joel-quirk-marlise-richter-thea-de-gruchy-jo-vearey/doing-
more-harm-than-good-politics 

• Vearey, J. (2008) Displacement of non-nationals: the need to ensure continued access to ART Southern African 
Clinicians Society Newsletter - Transcript June 2008. 

• Vearey, J. (2008) The right to health: assessing non-citizen access to antiretroviral treatment in inner-city 
Johannesburg. AAAO Newsletter: May 2008. 
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RESEARCH OUTPUTS 
Invited plenaries and keynotes 
• Vearey, J. and Hui, C. (2018) Invited Plenary: The Migration, Health, and Development Initiative: opportunities 

for re-setting the migration and health agenda globally International Society of Travel Medicine - International 
Conference on Migration Health, Rome, October 2018 

• Vearey, J. (2018) Keynote at the 1st Annual CESSMIR Conference – Needs and Care Practices of Migrants and 
Refugees, Centre for the Social Study of Migration and Refugees, Ghent University, September 2018 

• Vearey, J. (2018) Migration as a global public health priority: towards an Africa-focused research agenda 
Migration, Health and Human Rights in Africa, Global Health Academy, University of Edinburgh, 15th May 2018 

• Vearey, J. (2017) Researching the research: producing, communicating and using knowledge to improve 
responses to migration and health in southern Africa.  Keynote at the International Conference on Migration, 
University of Linkopping, Sweden, 6th September 2017 

• Vearey, J. (2017) Moving forward: (re)engaging with migration, mobility and HIV in southern Africa. Opening 
talk at the International Migration and Health Symposium, London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine. 20th 
– 21st March 2017 

• Vearey, J. (2016) Migration and health in South(ern) Africa. Keynote at the  3rd National Migration and Health 
Consultation, Aviator Hotel, Kempton Park, 22nd November 2016  

• Vearey, J. (2016) Moving forward: (re)engaging with migration, mobility and HIV in southern Africa.  Keynote at 
the University of Oldenburg, 27th September 2016 

• Vearey, J. (2015) Healthy migration is a public health and development imperative for South(ern) Africa: 
 lessons from Johannesburg. Keynote at the HIV and Migration Colloquium, University of the Western Cape, 
17th March 2015 

• Vearey, J. (2013) Migration and health in South Africa. Opening talk, National Migration and Health 
Consultation, IOM & ACMS, 23rd April, 2013, Pretoria, South Africa 

• Vearey, J. and Thomas, L. (2013) Framing concepts and debates: urbanisation, migration, urban health equity 
& HIV.  Key note at the Annual HIV in Context Symposium, University of the Western Cape, 13th March 2013, 
Cape Town keynote 

 
RESEARCH OUTPUTS 
Invited seminars and talks 
• Vearey, J. (2018) Global to Local: migration and health policy processes and their relevance for Southern Africa 

Migration across borders: from global to local experiences and perspectives, South African International Affairs 
Institute, 9th May 2018 

• Cooper-Knock, S., Vearey, J. and Bompani, B. (2018) Unsettling Innovation: research practice, knowledge 
production, and social justice in Johannesburg.  Working paper presented at the ESCR Urban Transformations 
Conference, Cape Town, January 2018. 

• Vearey, J. (2017) ‘Hidden Spaces’1 and health for all: ethical challenges in researching migration and urban 
health in Johannesburg, South Africa Global Forum on Bioethics in Research (GFBR) satellite meeting on “the 
ethics of research with refugee and migrant populations”, Bangkok, Thailand 30th November – 1st December 
2017 

• Vearey, J. (2017) Urban health and migration in South(ern) Africa: a regional public health priority Special 
Session on Urban Health and Migration, International Conference on Urban Health (ICUH), University of 
Coimbra, Portugal 28th September 2017 

• Vearey, J. (2017) Migration and health in South(ern) Africa Health Unit: City of Johannesburg 28th February 
2017 

• Vearey, J. (2016) Health in all Policies / Migration in all Policies.  African Academy of Sciences Annual meeting 
– workshop on the Social Determinants of Health, Kempton Park, Johannesburg 7th November 2016 

• Vearey, J. (2016) Producing, communicating and using knowledge  to improve responses to migration and 
health in southern Africa.  South African Young Academy of Science (SAYAS), Annual Meeting, National 
Research Foundation, Pretoria, 13th October 
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• Vearey, J. (2016) Ways of seeing: photo-voice and visual methods in research.  Seminar, Centre for African 
Studies,  University of Edinburgh, 6th October 2016 

• Vearey, J. (2016) Audio-visual methods: decolonising the academy. Public seminar, University of Edinburgh, 4th 
October 2016 

• Vearey, J. (2016) Migration and health in South(ern) Africa.  Vhembe District HAS meeting, 14th September 
2016 

• Vearey, J. (2016) Migration, mobility and the UNAIDS 90:90:90 targets: improving ‘Health for All’ in southern 
Africa. maHp policy dialogue, University of the Witwatersrand, 19th August 2016 

• Bompani, B. and Vearey, J. (2016) SeaM: Secuity at the Margins - reflecting on international partnerships and 
social justice  Going Global, British Council Conference, ICC, Cape Town, 5th May 2016 

• Vearey, J. and Hanefeld, J. (2016) Migration, mobility and access to public healthcare in South Africa.  Public 
Seminar, London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, 12th May 2016 

• Vearey, J. (2016) Sex work in South Africa: decriminalisation as (social) justice. Panel on decriminalising sex 
work, Wits Centre for Diversity Studies, 20th April 2016 

• Vearey, J. (2016) Researching the Research: the politics of producing, communicating and using knowledge. 
#artsmethods symposium, University of Coventry, 18th March 2016 

• Vearey, J. (2016) The politics of producing, communicating and using knowledge to improve responses to 
migration and health in southern Africa, Public Seminar, University of Sussex, 24th February 2016 

• Vearey, J. and Oliveira, E. (2016) Ways of knowing, ways of seeing:  experiences of visual methodologies in 
Johannesburg, South Africa.  Security at the Margins (SeaM) launch, University of Edinburgh,  17th February 
2016 

• Vearey, J. and Oliveira, E. (2015), Ways of knowing, ways of seeing: experiences of visual methodologies in 
Johannesburg, South Africa,  Public Seminar, University of Sussex,  14th September 2015 

• Vearey, J. and Oliveira, E. (2015) Conversation on academia and social justice. SWOP Social Justice Seminar 
Series, 12th August 2015 

• Vearey, J. (2015) (un)healthy migration in South(ern) Africa: a public health and development imperative for all.  
GovInn Regional Conference - Without Borders, University of Pretoria, 5th June 2015 

• Vearey, J. (2015) maHp: migration and health project, Southern Africa.  Vhembe District Migrant Health Forum, 
Musina, 19th August 2015 

• Vearey, J. (2015)  Healthy migration is a public health and development imperative for South(ern) Africa. 
LSHTM and ACMS Research Seminar and Advisory Meeting, University of the Witwatersrand, 21st May 2015 

• Vearey, J. (2015) Segregation and governance: exploring responses to migration and health in Johannesburg. 
WOTRO Symposium, University of the Witwatersrand, 23rd March 2015 

• Vearey, J. (2015) A city of migrants: migration, urbanisation and health in Johannesburg. DIVERSITAS Summer 
School, University of Mumbai, India. February 2015 

• Oliveira, E. and Vearey, J. (2015) Methods and ethics:  working with migrant sex workers.  DIVERSITAS Summer 
School, University of Mumbai, India. February 2015 

• Vearey, J. (2014) Healthy migration is a public health and development imperative for South(ern) Africa: 
 lessons from Johannesburg Global Health and Development Seminar Series, London School of Hygiene & 
Tropical Medicine, 21st November 2014 

• Vearey, J. (2014) Social protection in SADC: exploring migration, sex work and trafficking. Conference on 
Social Protection for Migrants in the SADC: Prospects, Vulnerability and Benefits across Borders.  SASPEN and 
FES, Johannesburg, 30th October 2014 

• Vearey, J. (2014) MoVE: exploring visual methodologies in the study of migration.  DAAD Research 
Conference, Origins Centre, Wits, Johannesburg, 22nd October 2014 

• Vearey, J. (2014) Rethinking the migration of women and children in South Africa. LRC and CORAM Seminar on 
Migrant Women and Children, Women’s Gaol, Constitution Hill, Johannesburg, 16th October 2014 

• Vearey, J. (2014)  Migration, inequality and health in SADC:  learning from Johannesburg  Public Seminar, 
International Migration Institute, University of Oxford, 27th May 2014 

• Vearey, J., Misago, J.P. and Aria, T. (2014) Migration, mobility, vulnerability and urban governance in South 
Africa.  Exploring urban vulnerability in the city. South African Cities Network Seminar, Johannesburg, 21st May 
2014 
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• Vearey, J. (2014) Migration, urbanisation and urban vulnerabilities in South Africa. Dialogue on urban 
vulnerabilities in South Africa: Department of Social Development, Pretoria, 14th January 2014 
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• Venables, E. and Vearey, J. (2011) Communicating the City: exploring visual representations of urban health, 
HIV and migration in Johannesburg through participatory photography and film projects.  5th Southern African 
AIDS Conference, Durban, June 2011 

• Vearey, J., Núñez, L. and Richter, M. (2010) HIV prevention in the workplace and beyond:  the importance of 
engaging with migration, urban livelihoods and the “informal economy” in South Africa.  3rd HIV/AIDS in the 
Workplace Research Symposium, Wits Business School / HEARD / SABCOHA, 9th – 11th November 2010 

mailto:jo.vearey@wits.ac.za
mailto:jovearey@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6636-1322
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=25931795100


JOANNA L. VEAREY, PHD 
jo.vearey@wits.ac.za   jovearey@gmail.com  

 

J VEAREY FULL CV | APRIL 2024 | ORCID ID: 0000-0002-6636-1322 | Scopus ID: 25931795100         19 

• Vearey,. J. and SAT Regional Team (2010) A focus on youth:  developing and implementing evidence-based 
HIV-prevention with and for youth in Southern Africa.  3rd HIV/AIDS in the Workplace Research Symposium, Wits 
Business School / HEARD / SABCOHA, 9th – 11th November 2010 

• Thomas, L., Vearey, J. and Mahlangu, P. (2011) HIV in the City:  “you can’t develop your response if you don’t 
know your epidemic.  A global focus on HIV in urban slums.  Workshop/Special Session: International 
Conference on Urban Health, New York, 27th October 2010 

• Vearey, J., Richter, M. and Nunez, L. (2010) Urban health in South Africa: engaging with migration and HIV  
International Conference on Urban Health, New York, 29th October 2010 

• Vearey, J., Drimie, S., Nunez, L., Moyo, K. and Hlengwa, M. (20110 The interlinked livelihood systems of 
migrant households in urban informal settlements:  implications for effective urban health responses in South 
Africa International Conference on Urban Health, New York, 27th October 2010 

• Vearey, J. and Venables, E. (2010) City views: exploring visual representations of urban health and migration in 
Johannesburg through participatory photography and film projects  Workshop/Special Session:  International 
Conference on Urban Health, New York, 27th October 2010 

• Collinson, M., Vearey, J., Bocquier, P., Drimie, S. and Quinlan, T. (2010)   Reaching the invisible:  hidden links of 
ill health between South Africa’s cities and rural areas.  Overcoming inequality and structural poverty in South 
Africa: Towards inclusive growth and development, Johannesburg, September 2010 

• Vearey, J., Drimie, S., Nunez, L., Moyo, K.. and Hlengwa, M.  (2010)  Informal settlements, HIV and migration:  
exploring the interlinked livelihood systems of migrant households in urban informal settlements.  Population 
Association of Southern Africa (PASA) Conference, DBSA, 11th – 12th August 2010 

• Vearey, J., Atugonza, E.; Hara, G., José, P., Mapoma, C. and Tachiwenyika, E.  (2010) Achieving MDG-6:  
towards evidence-based HIV prevention with – and for - young people in Southern Africa.  Population 
Association of Southern Africa (PASA) Conference, DBSA, 11th – 12th August 2010 

• Núñez, L., Vearey, J. and Drimie, S. (2010)  Who cares? The impact of HIV-related sickness on migration 
patterns in South Africa.  Urban Health in sub-Saharan Africa, Mali, 13th – 16th January 2010 

• Núñez, L., Vearey, J. and Drimie, S. (2009) Who cares? The impact of HIV-related sickness on migration patterns 
in South Africa.  5th Social Aspects of HIV/AIDS Research Alliance Conference, Midrand, South Africa, 30th 
November – 3rd December 2009 

• Vearey, J., Thomas, L., Núñez, L., Bezuidenhout, J. and Drimie, S. (2009) Informal settlements and HIV in South 
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• Vearey, J. (2008) Urban public health in the context of HIV: towards a framework to guide equity promoting and 
developmental responses of local government in Johannesburg, South Africa. Faculty of Health Sciences 
Research Day, Wits, 20th August 2008. 
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developmental responses of local government in Johannesburg, South Africa. PHASA Conference, Cape Town, 
3rd – 4th June 2008. 
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• Vearey, J. (2007) The persistent urban challenge of migration: Investigating migrants’ access to antiretroviral 
therapy in inner-city Johannesburg, South Africa. 3rd Priorities in AIDS Care and Treatment Conference, 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 

• Vearey J. and Oliff, M.  (2007) HIV & Public Health Interventions: testing a model that enhances quality of life in 
inner city Johannesburg. AIDS Research Initiative Seminar, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, 
South Africa, January 2007. 

• Vearey J. and Oliff, M.  (2006) HIV & Public Health Interventions: testing a model that enhances quality of life in 
inner city Johannesburg.  AIDS Conference, Toronto, August 2006.  

• Vearey J. and Oliff, M.  (2006) HIV & Public Health Interventions: testing a model that enhances quality of life in 
inner city Johannesburg. WITS Research Day, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, 
August 2006. 

• Vearey J. (2006) HIV & Public Health Interventions: Testing a Model for Enhancing Quality of Life for Internal 
Migrants in Johannesburg. Migration and Society Seminar Series, Forced Migration Studies, University of the 
Witwatersrand, October 2006. 

• Vearey, J., Oliff, M., Gardner, J., Mbatha, T., Cebekhulu, V., Delany, S. (2004) Quality of Life – Long Life: 
questions raised while gaining access to inner-city hostels and informal settlements for research and 
interventions. 11th Reproductive Health Priorities Conference, South Africa, 2004. 

 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
• (2016 – 2020) WITS Coordinator for the European Masters in Migration and Intercultural Relations (EMMIR), of 

which WITS is now a degree-conferring partner 
• (2017) Coordinator for Carleton University (Ottawa) teaching partnership and three-week study visit to South 

Africa - with Prof. Blair Rutherford, Carleton University 
• (May 2007 – present) Coordinator and lecturer for the MA module Psychosocial and Health Consequences of 

Forced Migration, African Centre for Migration & Society, School of Social Sciences, Wits. 
• (2010 - present) Guest lecturer/facilitator on Migration Core Course MA module and Researching Migration MA 

Module, African Centre for Migration & Society, School of Social Sciences, Wits. 
• (2010 - present) Lecturer on MPH course and PhD programme, School of Public Health, Wits. 
• (2014) Guest scholar/lecturer for EMMIR MA programme workshops, University of Oldenburg, Germany. 25th – 

26th November 2014. 
• (2014, 2015) Lecturer at South African National Defence College MA programme. 21st October 2014. 
• (2013) Faculty on DIVERSITAS Summer School, University of Oldenburg, Germany. 5th – 13th July 2013. 
• (2013 - present) Lecturer on BHSc final year course, Faculty of Health Sciences, University of the Witwatersrand. 
• (2011) Exploring Migration and Urban Health. IOM Migration Observatory for the Africa, Caribbean and Pacific 

Region, Dili, Timor Leste, 29th July 2011 
• (2011) Lecturer on EduLink Course, Wits. 
• (2010, 2012, 2014) Lecturer on Reproductive Health Methods Course, WrHI/Wits Health Consortium. 
• (2010) Lecturer on the Diploma in Humanitarian Assistance (coordinated by Wits University’s Graduate School of 

Public & Development Management, in collaboration with Doctors Without Borders (MSF) and the Liverpool 
School of Tropical Medicine). 

• (2009, 2010) GEMP lecture:  Foreign Migrant Health in South Africa.  Medical School, Wits. 23rd March 2009. 
• (2009) MSc (Med) Bioethics and Health Law lecture: Foreign migrants and the South African healthcare system. 

Medical School, Wits.  25th February 2009. 
• (2008) MA Development and Planning seminar: Informal settlements: health and development – a focus on HIV. 

Wits, 6th August 2008. 
 
 
SUPERVISION OF HIGHER DEGREES 
PhD: current (11) 
• Blessing Mukuruva (2024, registered 2023) PhD in Migration and Displacement, Faculty of Humanities, 

University of the Witwatersrand (co-supervision with Prof Julia Hornberger). Expected graduation: 2027  
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• Adetola Oyenubi (2024, registered 2023) Intersectionality, migration and health. PhD in Migration and 
Displacement, Faculty of Humanities, University of the Witwatersrand (co-supervision with Dr Rebecca Walker 
and Prof Maria Marchetti-Mercer). Expected graduation: 2027 

• Melisa Dlamini (current since 2023) Gendered violence among migrant women in South Africa: Exploring lived 
experiences and survival strategies among undocumented migrant adolescent girls and young women in 
accessing mother and child health and sexual reproductive health services in Musina (co-supervision with Prof 
Thobeka Nkomo, WITS Universit; Prof Gillian Green, University of Essex & Prof Anuj Kapilishrami, University of 
Essex). Joint PhD: Migration and Displacement, Faculty of Humanities, University of the Witwatersrand & School 
of Health & Social Care, University of Essex. Expected graduation: 2027 

• Tanatswa Chineka (current since 2023) Building resilience and mental wellness among migrant children and 
youth: A gendered social investment model for public health policy in Zimbabwe (co-supervision with Prof 
Pedzisayi Mangezo, Africa University; Prof Gina Reinhardt, University of Essex & Prof Anuj Kapilishrami, 
University of Essex). Joint PhD: Migration and Displacement, Faculty of Humanities, University of the 
Witwatersrand & School of Health & Social Care, University of Essex. Expected graduation: 2027 

• Coster Chinamatira (current since 2023) ‘being and becoming’: the lived experiences of African refugees and 
asylum seekers at Tongogara refugee camp (co-supervision with Prof Pedzisayi Mangezo, Africa University). PhD 
in Migration and Displacement, Faculty of Humanities, University of the Witwatersrand. Expected graduation: 
2027  

• Learnmore Mvundura (current, since 2020)  Debunking the foreigner/citizen identity binary: Immigrant women 
negotiation of maternal health inequities in Tembisa, South Africa. PhD in Migration and Displacement, Faculty 
of Humanities, University of the Witwatersrand (co-supervision with Dr Obvious Kastura). Expected graduation: 
2025 

• Edward Govere (current, since 2019) The Intersection of Migration and Disability in South Africa: An exploration 
of the lived experiences of migrants with disabilities. PhD in Migration and Displacement, Faculty of Humanities, 
University of the Witwatersrand (co-supervision with Dr Rebecca Walker). Expected graduation: 2024 

• Safiya Muhammad (current, since 2019) Narratives of identity and belonging: place and the everyday practices 
of migrant, Muslim women in Fordsburg, Johannesburg. PhD, Faculty of Humanities, University of the 
Witwatersrand. (co-supervision with Prof Jill Bradbury). Expected graduation: 2024 

• Oncemore Mbeve (current, since 2019) Mediators of sexual decision making among young South African and 
Zimbabwean migrant men: A study conducted in Johannesburg, South Africa. PhD in Migration and 
Displacement, Faculty of Humanities, University of the Witwatersrand. (co-supervision with Thobeka Nkomo) 
Expected graduation: 2024 

• Ntokozo Yingwana (current, since 2017) PhD in Migration and Displacement, Faculty of Humanities, University 
of the Witwatersrand (co-supervision with Dr B Camminga and Dr Danai Mupotsa). Expected graduation: 2024 

• Greta Schuler (current, since 2014) Tricky Business. PhD in Creative Writing, Faculty of Humanities, University of 
the Witwatersrand (co-supervision with Dr. Bronwyn Law-Viljoen). Expected graduation: 2024 
 

SUPERVISION OF HIGHER DEGREES 
PhD: completed (9) 
• Thulie Zikhali (2023) Mothering and migration. PhD, Faculty of Humanities, University of the Witwatersrand.  
• Melanie Bisnauth (2023) Maternal healthcare, migration and pMTCT.  PhD in Public Health, Faculty of Health 

Sciences, University of the Witwatersrand (co-supervision with Prof. Ashraf Coovadia and Dr. Mary Kawonga, 
University of the Witwatersrand. 

• Tackson Makandwa (2022) Migration, gender and access to health: Exploring maternal healthcare experiences 
among migrant Zimbabwean women in Johannesburg South Africa. PhD in Migration and Displacement, 
Faculty of Humanities, University of the Witwatersrand. 

• Thea de Gruchy (2020) Exploring the creation of policy in South Africa: migrant labour and agriculture in sub-
Saharan Africa.  PhD in Migration and Displacement, Faculty of Humanities, University of the Witwatersrand (co-
supervision with Anuj Kapilishrami, University of Edinburgh). 

• Pinky Mahlangu (2019) A multi- level and multi-sectoral governance response to health and development 
challenges: a case of HIV and AIDS in urban informal settlements. PhD in Public Health, Faculty of Health 
Sciences, University of the Witwatersrand (co-supervision with Liz Thomas and Jane Goudge).  
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• Theresa Sommers (2019) Experiencing Migration: Understanding the Health and Well Being of Youth Migrants 
in South Africa Global Governance and Human Security, University of Massachusetts, Boston.  Member of PhD 
Committee.   

• Elsa Oliveira (2018) Sex work, migration and structural violence. PhD in Migration and Displacement ,Faculty of 
Humanities, University of the Witwatersrand (co-supervision with EJ Milne, University of Coventry)  

• Janet Munakamwe  (2018) Emerging political subjectivities in a post migrant labour regime: Mobilisation, 
participation and representation of foreign workers in South Africa (1980-2013) PhD in Migration and 
Displacement, Faculty of Humanities, University of the Witwatersrand (provision of supplementary supervision 
with Aurelia Segatti as main supervisor) 

• Mphatso Kam’ndaya (2016) A multilevel analysis of determinants of HIV-related sexual risk-taking and decision-
making among youth in urban informal settlements in Malawi and South Africa. PhD in Public Health, Faculty of 
Health Sciences, University of the Witwatersrand (co-supervision with Liz Thomas and Lawrence Kazembe) 
 

SUPERVISION OF HIGHER DEGREES 
Masters by Research: underway (4) 
• Nkosingiphile Ntshangase (current, since 2024). Examining the intersection between Migration and urban health 

in Johannesburg: A study of policies and the Impact they have on migrant's access to healthcare in the city. MA 
(dissertation) in Migration and Displacement, University of the Witwatersrand.  Expected graduation: 2025 

• Kwanele Mgobhozi (current, since 2024). Migration, gender and health (TBC). MA (dissertation) Migration and 
Displacement, University of the Witwatersrand.  Expected graduation: 2025 

• Tristan Senzwesihle Ndhlovu (current, since 2024). TBC MA (dissertation) Migration and Displacement, 
University of the Witwatersrand.  Expected graduation: 2025 

• Lynn Kumire (current) Sexual and reproductive health of youth migrants in Johannesburg MA (dissertation) 
Migration and Diversity, University of the Witwatersrand.  Expected graduation: currently in abeyance 
 

SUPERVISION OF HIGHER DEGREES 
Masters by Research: completed (4) 
• Adetola Oyenubi (2023) Blindsided, othered, losing, coping: Experiences of syndemics among Nigerian-born 

migrants in Johannesburg, South Africa (co-supervision with Dr Thea de Gruchy). MA (dissertation) Migration 
and Displacement, University of the Witwatersrand.  

• Bothwell Vumai (2020) Migration and healthcare seeking on the Zimbabwean-Mozambican border. MA 
(dissertation) Migration and Displacement, University of the Witwatersrand.   

• Learnmore Mvundura (2019) Migration and HIV: The South African National Strategic Plan – a local case study in 
Limpopo.  MA (dissertation) Migration and Displacement, University of the Witwatersrand.   

• Kuda Vanyoro (2017) Street level bureaucrats: migration and health in Gauteng and Limpopo. MA (dissertation) 
Migration and Displacement, University of the Witwatersrand.   
 

SUPERVISION OF HIGHER DEGREES 
Masters by Research and Coursework: underway (3) 
• Margret Dinkebogile (current, since 2024).. Obstetric violence and migration in Johannesburg. MA in Migration 

and Displacement, University of the Witwatersrand.  Expected date of graduation: 2025 
• Noko Mothata (current, since 2024). Mental health, migration and gender in Johannesburg. MA in Migration 

and Displacement, University of the Witwatersrand.  Expected date of graduation: 2025 
• Catherine Blaise-Delisle (current, since 2023). Exploring services provided to migrants and refugees in Canada: 

the case of Quebec. Joint Degree of Master of Arts (M.A.) Two year programme: Erasmus Mundus Master 
Course - European Master in Migration and Intercultural Relations (EMMIR), University of Oldenburg. Expected 
date of graduation: 2024 

 
SUPERVISION OF HIGHER DEGREES 
Masters by Research and Coursework: completed (30) 
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• Matladi Moloi (2022) Sexual and reproductive healthcare provision in South Africa on access to contraceptives 
and safe termination of pregnancy for migrants: perspectives of service providers (co-supervision with Dr Thea 
de Gruchy). MA Migration and Displacement, University of the Witwatersrand. 

• Anne-Kathrin Schulz (2022) "South Africa should be the safest place in Africa to access safe abortion care and 
look at the trouble that we are having” Investigating the Impact of the 'Global Gag Rule' on Access to Safe 
Abortion Services for Migrant Women: A Case Study of Johannesburg, South Africa. Joint Degree of Master of 
Arts (M.A.) Two year programme: Erasmus Mundus Master Course - European Master in Migration and 
Intercultural Relations (EMMIR), University of Oldenburg.  

• Iman Abdirizak Abdikarim (2022) Towards Universal Health Coverage for All: Lessons Learned from Germany, 
Turkey, and South Africa in Implementing Healthcare Access for Undocumented Migrants. Master of Science 
Degree in International Health, Charité Universitätsmedizin Berlin. 

• Katja Korhonen (2019) daily stressors and the psychosocial well-being of forced migrant learners at the three2six 
project: A case study of an educational intervention in Johannesburg, South Africa. Joint Degree of Master of 
Arts (M.A.) Two year programme: Erasmus Mundus Master Course - European Master in Migration and 
Intercultural Relations (EMMIR), University of Oldenburg.  

• Thorsten Loeffler (2019) Shortage of Health Care Professionals in South Africa in the public sector: Evaluation of 
the Clinical Associate Program regarding the prevention of emigration and the improvement of patient care in 
rural areas. MA Migration and Displacement, University of the Witwatersrand.   

• Moffat Machiwenyika (2018) Migration and women’s health in Jeppestown, Johannesburg. MA Migration and 
Displacement, University of the Witwatersrand.   

• Muluti Phiri (2018) Sex work, migration and access to health in Rosettenville, Johannesburg (co-supervision with 
Dr. Rebecca Walker). MA Migration and Displacement, University of the Witwatersrand.   

• Xolisile Ntuli (2018) Human security and asylum seekers in South Africa: Exploring human security in South 
Africa, with the focus on the (human) security of asylum seekers in South Africa and its operationalization of the 
personal, political and community dimensions of human security (co-supervision with Dr. Michelle Small, 
International Relations, Wits). MA Migration and Displacement, University of the Witwatersrand.  

• Edward Govere (2017) Exploring the perceptions of refugees and asylum seekers regarding access to mental 
health services in Zimbabwe: a case study of Tongogara refugee camp.  MA Migration and Displacement, 
University of the Witwatersrand.   

• Derick Nyasulu (2017) What are the attitudes and knowledge(s) of HIV prevention among young internal migrant 
black men who have sex with men vis-à-vis the implications of PreP roll-out in Johannesburg? MA Development 
Studies, University of the Witwatersrand.   

• Susan Saburi (2017) Experiences and perceptions of Zimbabwean women migrants accessing antenatal, 
obstetric and infant/child immunization public health services in Gauteng, South Africa (co-supervision with 
Janine Simon-Meyer). Masters in Public Health, University of the Witwatersrand  

• Danielle Travill (2016) The South African Sex Work Plan: a policy analysis (co-supervision with Dr. Sandra 
Mounier-Jack, LSHTM). MSc Public Health in Developing Countries, London School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine. 

• Thulie Zikhali (2016) Mothering across the Limpopo. MA Migration and Diversity, University of the 
Witwatersrand.  

• Patiance Makore (2014) South African Print media representation of immigrants post 2008 to 2012 (co-
supervision with Iriann Freemantle).  MA Migration and Displacement, University of the Witwatersrand. 

• Eveline Shinana (2014) Urban Livelihoods and the Risk of HIV Infection: Lived Experiences of Young Migrant 
Women in Katutura Informal Settlements in Windhoek, Namibia  MA Migration and Displacement, University of 
the Witwatersrand. 

• Tackson Makandwa (2014) Giving birth in a foreign land: maternal health-care experiences among Zimbabwean 
immigrant women living in Johannesburg, South Africa.  MA Migration and Displacement, University of the 
Witwatersrand. 

• Nadzeya Huskakouskya (2013) Becoming a transgender/intersex internal migrant in Urban Gauteng: Challenges 
and Experiences of Transition while Seeking Access to Medical Services. Joint Degree of Master of Arts (M.A.) 
Two year programme: Erasmus Mundus Master Course - European Master in Migration and Intercultural 
Relations (EMMIR), University of Oldenburg.  
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• Adrien Bazolakio (2013) Exploring experiences of antiretroviral therapy: A comparative study of  Congolese 
male migrants and South African internal male migrants in Yeoville, Johannesburg. MA Forced Migration, 
University of the Witwatersrand 

• Roseline Hwati (2013) Responses to treatment: Understanding how Zimbabwean Refugees accessing HIV 
treatment in Central Johannesburg are adhering to HIV treatment compared to South African Citizens  (co-
supervision with Matthew Wilhelm-Solomon). MA Forced Migration, University of the Witwatersrand. 

• Nobantu Mkwananzi (2013) Household structure and tuberculosis amongst international migrants living in 
Johannesburg (co-supervision with Clifford Odimegwu). MA Demography, University of the Witwatersrand. 

• Greta Schuler (2013) The narratives and experiences of female migrant sex workers in Johannesburg. MA 
Forced Migration, University of the Witwatersrand. 

• Libby Johnston (2012) Exploring the psychosocial needs of foreign unaccompanied minors in Johannesburg:  
how unaccompanied minors are challenging psychosocial need programmes.  MA Forced Migration, University 
of the Witwatersrand. 

• Elsa Oliveira (2011) Migrant women in sex work: How urban space impacts self-(re)presentation in Hillbrow, 
Johannesburg (co-supervision with Marlise Richter). MA Forced Migration, University of the Witwatersrand. 

• Agnieszka Flak (2011) Fictional representation of migrant women involved in sex work in inner-city 
Johannesburg: how does self-representation compare? (co-supervision with Marlise Richter) MA Forced 
Migration, University of the Witwatersrand. 

• Dostin Lakika (2011) Understanding illness and treatment-seeking behaviour among Congolese migrants in 
Johannesburg (co-supervision with Lorena Núñez). MA Forced Migration, University of the Witwatersrand. 

• Khangelani Moyo (2010) Street level bureaucracy: the interface between health personnel and migrant patients 
at Hillbrow Community Health Centre (co-supervision with Lorena Núñez). MA Forced Migration, University of 
the Witwatersrand. 

• Kara Telesmanick (2006) Risk factors for HIV and the relationship between quality of life and HIV in women living 
in informal settlements in Johannesburg South Africa (co-supervision). MSc Public Health in Developing 
Countries, LSHTM  

• Sarun Charimulind (2006) Risk factors for HIV and the relationship between quality of life and HIV in migrant 
men living in inner city hostels in Johannesburg, SA  (co-supervision). MSc Public Health in Developing 
Countries, London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine. 

• Malourene Cordier (2006) Evaluating the process: analysis of the Mpilonhle Mpilonde -Quality Life Long life -
programme, Johannesburg, SA (co-supervision). MSc Public Health in Developing Countries, ,  

• Alireza Abdolrasouli (2006) Detection of Trichomanas vaginalis by colorimetric PCR in urine samples MSc 
Medical Microbiology supplementary supervisory support). London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine. 

 
SUPERVISION OF HIGHER DEGREES 
Honors: completed (3) 
• Lynn Kumire (2018) The National Health Insurance of South Africa: The representation of cross border migrants 

regarding their access to public, primary and affordable healthcare services. Honors in Migration & 
Displacement, University of the Witwatersrand.   

• Bothwell Vumai (2018) Sex work, migration and the South African National Strategic Plan. Honors in Migration & 
Displacement, University of the Witwatersrand.  

• Learnmore Mvundura (2017) Masculinity and health help-seeking behaviour of 1st and 2nd-year male migrant 
university students (18 – 24 years old) who experience symptoms of physical illness: A study of South African 
male students from rural areas undertaking studies at The University of the Witwatersrand (Johannesburg). 
Honors in Migration & Displacement, University of the Witwatersrand.   
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SELECTED MEDIA EXPERIENCE 
• (2021) TV interview: Newzroom Afrika – How governments can deal with migration during the Covid-19 

pandemic 7th January 2021 
• (2021) TV interview: Newzroom Africa – Jo Vearey talks about migration and Covid-19 21st December 2020 
• (2020) Interview: African Dialogue, Channel Africa – Effects of Covid-19 on Migration 9th June 2020 
• (2020) TV interview: Citi TV, Face to Face with Professor Jo Vearey 14th April 2020 
• (2019) African Dialogue, Channel Africa (SABC): discussion on Migration in Africa 9th December 2019 

https://iono.fm/e/790510 
• Xenophobic attacks a sign of an intolerant nation? Xolani Gwala Show April 2nd 2019 
• (2018) Interview on ‘Afternoon Talk’, SAFM, 31st January 2018. 
• (2017) Interview on ‘Voice of America’, 7th December 2017. 
• (2015) Interview on the John Robbie Show, SAFM, 27th August 2015. 
• (2014) Interview on SAFM PM Live, 22nd November 2014. 
• (2013) Interview for Television show “Special Assignment”.  
• (2011) Interview on Global Outlook Show, Channel Islam International, 3rd October 2011 
• (2011)  Interview/discussion on Alex FM, 18th January 2011. 
• (2010) Interview/discussion on Jozi FM, 25th May 2010. 
• (2010) Interview on Kaya FM, 24th January 2010. 
• (2009) Interview on Etv Morning News television show, September 2009. 
• (2008) Interview on SABC International News 180 degrees television show, 17 December 2008. 
• (2008) Interview on SABC International News Health Issues television show, 20 August 2008. 
• (2008) Radio Interview on ‘Our World Today’ Channel Islam International Radio 18 July 2008. 
• (2008) ‘Denying antiretrovirals to migrants hurts us all’ Interview with Inter Press Service News Agency 15 July 

2008. 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:jo.vearey@wits.ac.za
mailto:jovearey@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6636-1322
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=25931795100
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dy7L8iE01Qo&feature=youtu.be&ab_channel=NewzroomAfrika
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dy7L8iE01Qo&feature=youtu.be&ab_channel=NewzroomAfrika
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OVIE3OaSKC4&feature=youtu.be&ab_channel=NewzroomAfrika
https://iono.fm/e/875464
https://www.facebook.com/CitiTVGH/videos/619573248899471
https://iono.fm/e/790510

